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North Crowley, Arlington can complete comeback

Footﬁall Insider ® The
playoff,s are within reach
despl,te tough starts.

FootbagI is all about finish-
ing strong.

The North Crowley
Panth,% 's and Arlington
Colts have proved it with
the way, they have bounced
back fypm dismal starts to
their year.

Am:]1 after Friday’s game
at Pani;her Stadium, one of
the two, teams will be even
closer, to finishing off a
turna_.rqund season.

“Without question, this
will determine the playoff
state for both teams,” Ar-
lmgton coach Scott Peach
said. “We know this is our
shot. :[‘hey know this is
their shot too. ”

Alhngton won its first
game of the year but then
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lost three straight to fall to

1-3, 0-1. The Panthers
started the season by los-
ing all three of their three
nondistrict games.

Now, in Week 9, the Ar-
lington-North  Crowley
matchup has major playoff
implications.

North Crowley is locked
with Arlington Bowie at
3-2, fighting over the final
playoff spot in District
4-5A. The Colts have won

four straight and are in a

three-way tie for first
place with Arlington La-
mar and Arlington Martin.
The three teams are all 4-1
with two games remaining.

“We sat down as a team
about a week and a half ago
and talked about our
goals,” Peach said. “All of
that ties in to what will
happen in the next two
weeks and into the playoffs
if we make it. I think we
looked ahead earlier in the
season, so now we are fo-
cused on North Crowley. I
think everyone in that
locker room knows what's
on the line”

North Crowley narrow-
ly missed the playoffs last
year, This season, the Pan-
thers are averaging 38
points a game under sec-
ond-year coach Keeath
Magee. Led by dual-threat
quarterback Josh Price —
1,040 passing yards, 743
rushing yards and 24 total
TDs — North Crowley is
hungry for the postseason.

“They are an extremely
dangerous team right
now;” Peach said. “Coach
Magee has done some good
things in his two years
there, and they ave an ath-
letic football team. They
have great size at a lot of
positions. We have to play
our best football to beat
them. We know that, espe-
cially with the way they are
playing in district”

When Arlington has
struggled, the Colts turned
the ball over and commit-
ted multiple penalties.

“Those were the things
that were hurting us early
in the year,” Peach said. “If
we don’t get over those is-
sues, we won’t make it far.
We've made some strides
in that area. You find out
about that really quickly
when you play good foot-

ball teams, so we will see
where we are Friday night.”

National audience
Running back Johnathan
Gray and the Aledo Bear-
cats (6-2,,5-0 in District
5-4A) enter today’s 7 p.m.
nationally televised game
on ESPNU against Birdville
(7-1, 4-1) with a chance to
secure the district cham-
pionship.

For both teams, running
the ball has been important
this year. The Bearcats are
averaging a whopping 11
yards a carry with 2,734 of
their total 4,403 yards on
the ground. Birdville has
2,452 rushing yards this
year, averaging seven yards
a carry.

“We have practiced
hard for them, knowing
they are a great team,” said

Gray, who has 1,975 rush-
ing yards and 37 touch-
downs. “Playing against
Birdville every year, know-
ing that they are a district~
championship quality op-
ponent, gets us fired up.”
Birdville has three
strong running threats,
with quarterback E.A.
Northey (1,012 yards, 9
TDs) and running backs
Tyler Klutts (725 yards, 15
TDs) and Xavier Turner
(563 yards, 5 TDs). Northey
also has nine passing TDs.
“With the game on na-
tional TV, it gets us even
more fired up,’ said Gray,
who accepted an invitation
Wednesday to play in the
2012 Under Armour All-
America Game. “We just
can’t wait for the game”
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